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Context

Given the speed with which Information Communication Technologies (ICT) are developing and the breadth of their socio-economic impact, it is imperative that means be developed now if Africa is not to be excluded from the technological revolution. The use of ICT has been integrated into virtually every aspect of commerce, education, governance and civic activity in developed countries and has become a critical factor in access to information and wealth worldwide.  Yet in Africa, ICT has barely taken a foothold.  Computer illiteracy and the lack of access to ICT are widely recognized as an increasingly powerful obstacle to the economic, civic and political development of Africa.

Mission

Digital Bridge Africa – in Nigeria, will bring together leaders from technology corporations, academia, government and non-profit organizations to consider the necessary steps to reach inclusion and advancement for Africa.  

Rationale

Many potential ICT entrepreneurs in Africa are limited in their actions by a lack of information about opportunities, potential partners, institutional contacts and resources.  On the other hand, preliminary research demonstrates that many Africans in the U.S., and many others who feel committed to the development of Africa, have important skills and access to a wealth of human and material resources but perceive few avenues to apply them to benefit Sub-Saharan Africa.   

Brought together with the growing number of organizations, corporations, foundations and academics promoting the application of ICT to assist Africa’s development, members of the African Diaspora have come together and have proven to be a rich source of ideas, skills and support for promoting digital opportunity in Africa.  The Digital Diaspora Network for Africa which was launched at the United Nation in July of 2002 will be further engaged by showcasing innovative uses of ICT to address education, healthcare, economic opportunity and gender equality issues.  

Conference

The meeting will explore ways in which the combined knowledge, experiences and resources of the public and private sectors can be harnessed to create positive and sustainable change in Africa. Leaders from government, business, academia and the development community from Nigeria, other parts of Africa, Europe and the United States will join together to devise a strategy and 

This conference will build on the success of the US Digital Diaspora Network Africa launch meeting held at the United Nations in New York in July of 2002 and the European launch meeting held in October at the European Union headquarters in Brussels.  It will further build upon the Digital Bridge Africa meeting held in Accra, Ghana in May of 2003.  These meetings helped to unite the Africa Diaspora community and inspire a sense of commitment and focus to Africa’s development.  
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